
Sonnets 
d e 

l'Ingénieur 
L o u i s D A U T H E U I L 

B U R E A O D ' É T U D E B 

a r m i l e s é q u a t i o n s d ' u n e a l g è b r e f é c o n d e 
S ' i n c l i n e n t l e s f r o n t s l o u r d s d e s m a t h é m a t i c i e n s . 
D a n s l e l a b e u r u n i s , i n g é n i e u r s , t e c h n i c i e n s , 
S u r l a p l a n c h e à d e s s i n q u e l a c l a r t é i n o n d e , 

A v e c l e u r t i r e - l i g n e o u l e u r p l u m e d e r o n d e , 
E l è v e n t j u s q u ' à l ' a r t , l ' œ u v r e d u p r a t i c i e n . . . 
A u - d e h o r s , c a b o t i n s , a u t e u r s , p o l i t i c i e n s , 
D u b r u i t d e l e u r s e x p l o i t s f o n t d e s r u m e u r s p r o f o n d e s . 

T e l c h a n s o n n i e r e s t r o i , r e i n e u n e « m i s s » t r è s b l o n d e . 
D e l a F o i r e a u x h o n n e u r s s ' o r g a n i s e l a r o n d e , 
L ' u n v e u t ê t r e c h a m p i o n , l ' a u t r e a c a d é m i c i e n . 

C e p e n d a n t a u b u r e a u , s a n s b r u i t e t s a n s f a c o n d e , 
P e n c h é s s u r l e u r s c a l c u l s , l e s p o l y t e c h n i c i e n s , 
D u b o u t d e l e u r s c r a y o n s , c h a n g e n t l ' a s p e c t d u m o n d e . 

D E S I G N O F F I C E 

Bent over abstruse algebraic equations 
brood stern mathematicians, with knitted brows; 
in a concerted effort, engineers and technicians, 
with ruling pens T-squares and script nibs endowed, 

their drawing-boards flooded in stark white light, 
raise the craftsman's work to artistic height... 
Authors mummers and sly politicians 
may, without, proclaim their wonderful deeds, 

a crooner be king, queen a platinum blonde. 
From the fair to the investiture urges the throng : 
champions will be some, others academicians. 

Meanwhile, in the office, the nameless technicians, 
without noise or chatter, in their problems immersed, 
with the point of their pencil, change the face of the earth. 
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